
“Jesus on The Main Line” 

August 2016 
Rev. Scott Stedman                

Pastor 

 A Different Perspective 

 During the week, I had a pastor visit me at the office wanting to vent his frustrations.  He is the outreach 

pastor of a well-known big church in the area and is originally from the Middle-East.  As he was sitting in my 

office, he told me that towards the end of the staff meeting, he shared about what the church was going to do in 

response to the school board’s decision of the WRE program.  No one said anything.  He then began to suggest 

the idea to go out and make our voices heard about this decision.  The rest of the pastoral staff told him that they 

cannot do that because it is not acceptable.  Discouraged, he tells me that in the Middle East, if you voice your 

dissatisfaction in a public forum, you will be beaten, thrown in prison, and/or put to death.  He is now in Amer-

ica, where we have the freedom of speech, and he is told, “do not speak.” 

 A different perspective is always a good thing.  We may not like it, we might find it troubling, but it helps 

us be able to see the whole picture.  In our culture, if someone does something wrong to you, it is acceptable to 

hold a grudge, do wrong back at them, or take action against them.  However, Jesus came along and said this in 

Matthew 5:43-44 (NIV). 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you, 

Instead of doing wrong for wrong, try love.  It’s not the easiest route, but it may be the route that can cause 

change.  Already in the news we have seen shootings, stabbings, bombings, slander, etc.  Can showing love 

change the culture? 

 When I think about my friend’s difference of perspective, I think of this passage of scripture. 

“When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began 

joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the Pharisees 
in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry 
out” (Luke 19:37-40 NIV). 

Are we getting to a point where the “stones” will cry out?  Will we continue to stay silent about Jesus and his 

Gospel message?  What are the consequences for such silence?  We need to let our voices be heard when it comes 

to the Gospel.  We need to show love to those we meet.  My wise friend, Brooke, once said, “What would happen 

to our world, if we did what Christ did?  What if we actually love others?”  What would happen?  I do not know 

the answer to that, but it would be a nice change of perspective from all the hate that is being showcased in our 

world. 
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

It seems that human nature tends to accentuate the negative rather than the 

positive.  Bad news quickly spreads through media outlets with much 

drama and attraction.  It tends to stay in the headlines and is replayed over 

and over.  Do you ever just want to close out the news and not hear or read 

it? 

While we can’t live with our heads buried in the sand away from all the 

troubles around us, we need to be careful to redirect our focus.  All the 

troubles should cause us to pray. Oswald Chambers said “we have to pray 

with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties”.  It is easy to be distraught, 

worried and concerned with a variety of situations and be downtrodden, 

but God gives us another view.  Look up, seek God!   Psalm 121:1-2 (NIV) 

says “I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from?   My 

help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth”.  As we look to God 

and spend time in His presence, we will gain wisdom and perspective from 

Him on how to navigate our situations.  Remember to look up and pray, 

then we will be better prepared to face the world around us. 
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board,   Terry Morris  
Sylvia McDorman Chair Wandy Saufley 
Debbie Brown, Secretary Bernie Wolcott 
Jamie Hendricks   Pastor Scott Stedman 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER! 

GET ON BOARD WITH GROWTH TRACK!!!! 

You’ve heard and seen our new mission statement that was introduced earlier this year:   
GET:  Grow, Engage, Transform! 

 

Growth Track is coming to help the ENTIRE church be a part of the mission and enrich the 
Kingdom of God!  We are encouraging every adult to be a part of this exciting teaching and 
growth experience that will launch a revitalized and renewed sense of purpose for every-
one! 
 

Beginning September 11 and running four Sundays, (Sept. 11 through Oct. 2), all adults are 
encouraged to be a part of the Growth Track.  This will replace the regular, adult Sunday 
school classes for four Sundays with all adults meeting together.   The Growth Track teach-
ing will begin promptly at 9:30 and run for one hour.   We are working out details for the 
nursery and children’s Sunday school teachers.   
 

Mark your calendars about this opportunity and be there—we need every adult to be a 
part!!!   

Next  Meeting: 

August 29, 2016 

6:30 pm 

       CHURCH        ESSENTIALS             DISCOVER  MINISTRY                  
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Keeping You Connected! 
 

Sunday, October 2, 6:00 pm 
We will have an informal, all-church 

meeting just to give everyone an oppor-
tunity to hear from the Ministry Teams 
and the Elder Board!  There will be an 

opportunity to share and ask questions!   
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Living Link Missionaries     

David & Barbara Miller 

Cochabama, Bolivia 

Barbara says, “Old dogs can learn new tricks.”  Thirty-five years into their missionary ca-

reer she was “blessed and challenged” in a new learning curve as she attended a Mental 

Health and Missions conference.  “The workshop renewed my desire to build up the 

church through being healthy myself and helping others move toward emotional and spiri-

tual health”, reports Barbara. A presentation on Anger and Prayer using the Psalms re-

minded Barbara that it’s ok to pour out our hearts to God ---even the angry parts. God is 

there to redeem it all and with the Holy Spirit’s help we can move on. 

The Global Alliance for Church Multiplication (GACX) is a consortium of churches and 

missions working together to plant five million new churches in our generation. The bi-

annual GAXC Forum  introduced David to new church planting strategies and co-workers 

who are well on their way to achieving this ambitious goal. David said, “One speaker re-

minded us that, despite dangers and obstacles, we are living in the most exciting era in his-

tory for advancing the Great Commission.” 

They launched the second Global Disciples leadership course being directed by a couple in 

Cochabamba who completed the training last year. They have a new group of 16 students. 

In addition to this they have their usual schedule of preaching, teaching and counseling .  

Already this year David spoke to 600 Church of God believers at Pojo junta; the next week 

to 6,000 gathered in Quillacollo. Barbara meets each week with several women for mentor-

ing/counseling. They are both scheduled to teach workshops at the 

International Kingdom Workers Forum in Lima, Peru which begins 

on their wedding anniversary.  Continue to keep the Millers in your 

prays as they serve. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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Dates to Remember: For August 2016 

August 1, 2016 

CWC Meeting 

7:00 pm 

August 14, 2015 

Passionate Growth Team Meeting 

12:00—1:00 pm 

August 25, 2016 

Senior Luncheon 

11:30 am 

   

August 4, 2016 

Administrative Team Meeting 

6:30 pm 
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What’s Right Now on RightNow Media 

What’s RightNow on RIghtNow Media 

I-Am-N 

The headlines from around the world are staggering as we read about Christians 

persecuted for their faith. What can we learn from those who risk their lives every day for 

their faith? How do we best respond spiritually and practically to news reports of perse-

cuted Christians? They risk everything for their faith. This powerful video curriculum takes 

you into the true stories of Christians living in Muslim countries around the world. Ideal for 

small groups, campus ministries, and churches. Each 10-15 minute video session includes 

real-life footage of the persecuted church along with commentary and teaching. As you ex-

plore these six themes—forgiveness, sacrifice, faithfulness, joy, perseverance, and cour-

age—you will be inspired to make a difference right where you are. 

 If you do not have a RightNow Media Account, you can get one for free!  Talk to Pas-

tor Scott to get signed-up. 
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PRAISE REPORT! As I'm sure you know, Love INC was blessed by what we called "2 Days of Giv-
ing" and we really experienced what a giving community we all live in! 

 
After setting a God-sized goal of $30,000, which included matching funds up to $10,000, Friday 
and Saturday last week was filled with anticipation... and your generosity! 

 

We received $32,581.02 from our generous donors and we are so grateful. We are humbled, too, 
knowing that God has entrusted us to continue to see lives transformed through the love of 
Christ by the Body of Christ -- and that's YOU! 

God has great things in store! 
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The CWC wanted to let the church know that at Wal-Mart, school 
supplies are on sale.  This would be a great opportunity to fill up 
those shoe boxes before the end of the year. 

Tax Free weekend is also on August 5
th
 – 7

th
.  

The CWC continues to thank you for your dedication in helping 

Our regular meeting will be held on August 1st at 7:00 pm at the 

church.  Debbie Brown will be telling us all about her trip to Nica-

ragua.  Please come and join us. 



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, 

Engage in our community to share His love and Trans-

form our world into His likeness. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
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August 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 1 

CWC Meet-
ing   

7:00 pm 

2 3 

Adult Bible 
Study   

6:30 pm 

4 

Admin 

Team Meet-

ing  6:30 pm 

 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 

Adult Bible 
Study   

6:30 pm 

11 12 13 

14 

Passionate 
Growth 
Meeting 

12:00-1:00 

15 16 17 

Adult Bible 
Study   

6:30 pm 

 

 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 

 

24 

Adult Bible 
Study   

6:30 pm 

 

 

25 

Senior 

Luncheon 

11:30 am 

 

26 27 

28 29 30 31 

Adult Bible 
Study   

6:30 pm 

   



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

1 

 

2 3 

 

4 

Birthday  

Ann Rey-
nolds 

5 6 

Birthday 

Dylan 
Truxell 

7 8 

Birthday 

Dennis Car-
well 

 

9 10 

Anniver-
sary 

Danny & 
Sylvia 
McDorman 

11 12 13 

Birthday 

Tony Si-
monetti 

14 

 

15 16 

Anniver-
sary 

Scott & 
Laura Sted-
man 

17 

Birthday 

Sue King 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

21 

Birthday 

Jim Brown 

22 

 

23 

 

24 25 26 

Anniversary 

Bobby & 
Debbie 
Brown 

27 

Anniver-
sary 

Bob & 
Terry 
Moris 

28 29 30 

Birthday 

Brittany 
Truxell 

Peter Sted-
man 

31    

August 2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


