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Tis the season to be… 

Merry Christmas.  Happy Holidays.  Rockin’ around the Christmas Tree.  When we think of the holiday season, 
we are bombarded with commercials, songs, specials, and events that talks about the merriest season of them all.  Who 
can blame them?  After all, we can reflect on our past holiday seasons and have very fond memories where happiness, 
joy, and fellowship filled our lives.  But the other side of the holiday season is not merry.  For some people, the holiday 
season brings grief, worry, frustration, and pain.  As a psychologist had pointed out, the holidays are emotionally 
charged times for people. 

First, divorce rates seem to spike after the holidays.  After a 14-year test, scientists have found that a lot of cou-
ples are getting divorced close to the beginning of the year (January through March).  On paper, the reason is 
“unreconciled differences,” but when talking to divorce attorneys, they vaguely paint a picture of a disagreement that 
took place during the holidays.  These vary from expected traditions not being met to a paradoxical day of relaxing and 
stress from being confined with family for long periods of time.  One of my colleagues told me, that he counseled a cou-
ple that was making some great headway in their relationship a week before Thanksgiving.  When they came back for 
their session, they were arguing and demanded to get a divorce.  What they figured out is that they had a lot of tradi-
tions from growing-up that they expected would carry over into their marriage.  When the meal is prepared and there is 
fresh cranberries and not the canned stuff, that was a recipe for war. 

Second, the holidays have a way of reflecting past holidays and remembering those who have passed away.  
One woman, went to the store and bought some eggnog along with her groceries.  On Christmas eve, she poured a glass 
of eggnog and put it by her husband’s chair.  After a while, she would weep bitterly as she would see an empty chair 
with a glass of eggnog by it.  Her husband, during the holidays, would read the Bible and drink eggnog every year on 
Christmas eve.  Even though her husband has been gone for seven years, she continued to follow this routine. 

Lastly, the holidays bring up past wounds, especially if there are family members that do not get along.  It can 
lead to fighting during family gatherings or family not coming to visit.  I can remember every year, when I was a kid, my 
family would travel back to Iowa, to visit with my dad’s side of the family.  One year, there was a disagreement between 
my father and his mother (along with one of the in-laws, putting my sister in danger) and since then we have never 
been back for Thanksgiving. 

With the ebb and flow of emotions during the holidays, it is important for us to focus on foundational truths the 
season brings.  First, Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  When we look into Zechariah’s prophecy in Luke 1:67-80, we see that 
John’s role is to “guide our feet into the path of peace.”  We see that peace is through Jesus Christ.  Paul tells the Ro-
mans that since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 5:1).  
By putting our faith into Jesus, and finding rest in Him alone, we can know peace.  With this peace, it brings us to our 
second truth which is reconciliation. 

Reconciliation is vital to having a “happy holiday.”  Like in the song “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” we sing,  
”peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled.”  Knowing that we have been reconciled with God through 
the Cross gives us something to celebrate this season.  When we begin to reconcile our differences with our family 
members, all that can come from it is joy.  Through reconciliation, there is no fighting, pain, and other hurt feelings, but 
feelings of mercy, joy, and praise.  The key to making reconciliation work, is humility.  When we show humility, it lowers 
the defenses and allows the Holy Spirit to work. 
“Tis the season to be…”  It is up to you how the sentence continues.  Jolly? Miserable? Joyful?  If we keep Christ as our 
foundation, then this will be a season to be merry and bright. 
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

If you were to randomly ask people what Christmas means to them you would get a 

variety of answers.  Answers would come in the form of special traditions, family gath-

erings and special memories.  The Christmas season can be a sad time for many peo-

ple as well for many reasons, but there is an ambience of Christmas.  Norman Vincent 

Peale said “Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold, everything is 

softer and more beautiful.”  

That is the ambience of Christmas.  You can feel that ambience in many different 

ways……in the quiet of the evening when you watch the Christmas lights shine, in the 

warmth and love of family and friends,  hearing your favorite Christmas songs, excite-

ment and smiles on a child’s face, aromas of special treats in the kitchen or when you 

read the biblical Christmas story.  Whatever the emotions are in one’s heart at Christ-

mas, they are amplified, intensified and more vivid. 

Imagine the ambience of the shepherds the night when the angels appeared to them.  

Fearful?  Yes, but then hopeful as the angels proclaimed good news!  They proclaimed 

the Savior, a new beginning, new hope!  The ambience of Christmas is truly faith, hope 

and love.  It is felt in our emotional being but to be lived out in our lives, just as Jesus 

lived it out and brought us Easter victory! 

Let the message of Christmas be amplified, intensified and more vivid than ever this 

Christmas season!  Let Christ override anything than burdens your heart.  Let the 

peace of Christ rule always!  It will help everything be softer and beautiful. 

 “
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 

bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a 

sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a anger.”   Suddenly a 

great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests.”    Luke 2:8-14 
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board,   Terry Morris  
Sylvia McDorman Chair Wandy Saufley 
Debbie Brown, Secretary Jamie Hendricks  
Pastor Scott Stedman 

 

  We are all getting ready for 

Christmas but here’s a few im-

portant dates in preparation for 

the New Year. 

Annual reports are due in the church office no later than 

Sunday, January 15, 2017.  Annual reports will be distrib-

uted on Sunday, January 22, 2017 in preparation for the 

annual business meeting. 

The annual business meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

January 25, 2017, at 7:00 pm.  The selections for the Elder 

Board and Ministry Teams will be ratified at this business 

meeting. 

We wish each of you a blessed Christmas season! 

Next  Meeting: 

December 12, 2016 

6:30 pm 
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Christmas Outdoor Lighting 

The sparkling lights hung on the trees, buildings fully lit up gives us the feel of a great Christmas season ahead. Christmas 

and lights walk side by side. Since Christmas happens in the winter season, the daytime for sure will be less. So the real 

quintessence of Christmas happens in the evenings. So it is better to say there is no Christmas without lights. It is the per-

fect time to spruce up the Christmas landscape that you have done outside your home. Christmas is a celebration of Jesus 

Christ's birth who was the torchbearer of the Christians. It was Jesus Christ who helped Christians from doom to light. 

Therefore, light has a significant role to play during Christmas. Light symbolizes that new path of sanctity and blessedness 

which no Christian can escape from. Let this Christmas light bring a new ray of hope to your life as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Riddles 

                                     Q: What's red and white and black all over? 
                                     A: Santa Claus after he slid down the chimney. 
                                     Q. Why was Santa's little helper depressed? 
                                     A. Because he had low 'elf' esteem. 
                                     Q. Where do Snow-women like to dance? 
                                     A. At Snowballs. 
                                     Q. What happened when Mike ate the Christmas decorations? 
                                     A. He came down with tinsel-itis.  

Merry Christmas 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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What’s Right Now on RightNow Media 

Foundations of Apologetics. 

Apologetics are reasoned arguments or writings in justification of something, typically a 
theory or religious doctrine.  In other words, it is an art on how one can defend their faith.  
People like C.S. Lewis and Lee Strobel are people who are equipped to defend their faith 
in God.  Unfortunately, most people don’t know how to answer some of the questions that 
are thrown their way about their belief in God and we can not call Lee on speed dial to 
help us “defend the faith.”  Foundations of Apologetics is designed to introduce a compre-
hensive range of apologetic arguments and strategies, Foundations of Apologetics features 
lectures by RZIM's team of apologists including Ravi Zacharias, Michael Ramsden, John 
Lennox, Stuart McAllister, Alister McGrath, Amy Orr-Ewing, L.T. Jeyachandran, and Joe 
Boot. Students of this rigorous curriculum will become adept at recognizing the many 
worldviews influencing our culture and equipped to challenge the assumptions of these 
worldviews. Even though this series is layed out as a college course it is their goal for 
viewers to cultivate the skills to communicate the knowledge they have learned in a way 
that is winsome and effective.   
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!CREATING GIFTS 

OF LOVE! 

 November 12, 2016 



Page 7 “Jesus on the Main Line” 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

November 14, 2016  

  The CWC meet to Elect New officers for the year 2017.  Due to some health concerns I ask not 

to be nominated for the new year as President. New Officers we elected as follows,  

 Co-Presidents Laura Stedman & Judy Huffer  

 Secretary Phyllis Brown  

 Treasurer Abby Mc Dorman  

 The remaining members will share duties for all remaining offices.  

 

 

 

 

 www.brafb.org 

Our Christmas Dinner this year will be held on December 5th @ 6pm 

@ Texas Steak House Bring a Gift of $10.00 to be exchanged.  

It has been a pleasure to serve as President the past 4 years. CWC has a real 

special place in my heart and always will. I will be staying on as Advisor to 

the co-Presidents, as they need me. Thanks to all of the church family that has 

supported me through the years.   Sincerely,  

  Wanda B. Saufley  

MOST NEEDED ITEMS 

Low Sodium, Low Sugar, 

and Whole Grain items 

preferred.  No glass, please Cereal     Boxed Mac & Cheese 

Peanut or Almond Butter  Pasta and Rice 

Canned Tuna and Chicken  Spaghetti Sauce 

Canned Soups, Stews, and Chili Paper Products 

Canned Fruit    Baby Food, Formula, & Diapers 

Canned Veggies   Soap, Toothbrushes, and 

Beans, Canned or Dried  Feminine Products 
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Christ's Birthday Observance 2016 
Theme:  Peace on Earth 

 

Scripture: “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is 

pleased.” (Luke 2:14 NLT) 

 

Jesus was born in a time called the Pax Romana or the Roman Peace. There was relative tran-

quility between Rome and other nations as the empire was expanding. On a quiet night during 

the Pax Romana, angels interrupted the shepherds with a song of Peace on Earth. They were not 

singing about a tenuous peace held together by a strong army or powerful government. The an-

gels were announcing the birth of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace and the bringer of Shalom. 

  

Shalom means not only the absence of conflict, but also the presence of harmony, wholeness, 

health, well-being, and joy. In the Hebrew Scriptures, shalom is God’s intention for the entire 

world, Peace on Earth. The angels were announcing Jesus’ fulfillment of peace. The peace of Je-

sus was not just for the powerful and elite Romans, but for all people. 

  

Today our poor world is in serious need of harmony, wholeness, health, well-being, and joy. We 

need Peace on Earth. We need Jesus. During the season of Advent, we prepare for and antici-

pate the birth of Jesus and the peace he brings. As we wait, let us sow seeds of shalom. May we 

fill this Advent season with active and vibrant peace-making and may there be Peace on Earth. 

 (Above copied from the website for the Christian Women Connection, Anderson, IN) 

 

Questions about the Christ’s Birthday Observance 

Q:  What is the Christ’s Birthday Observance?  

A:  The Christ’s Birthday Observance is a tool to help your church begin the journey of Advent 

with prayer, devotion, and celebration. 
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Q.   Why should you participate in the Christ’s Birthday Observance? 

A:   The Christ’s Birthday Observance brings focus upon Christ during a season which is filled 

commercialism.  Since 1949 the Christian Women Connection around the world has focused 

on the birth of Jesus through devotion, prayer, and by giving generously to the Christ’s Birth-

day Offering.  Join churches around the world as we share the great story of Christ’s birth to 

the world! 

History of the Christ’s Birthday Observance:    The December 23, 1950 Gospel Trumpet re-

corded the words of the Woman's Missionary Society President, Ocie Perry: "For some time 

there has been a feeling on the part of many Christians that the Christmas festivities were not 

Christ-centered. . .we have forgotten the Christ whose birthday we were celebrating."  

 

The women, in cooperation with Church of God World Service, pledged themselves to under-

write the World Service budget for 200 hours with prayer and money in the first year of the 

Christ's Birthday Observance.   Now over sixty-five years later, Christian Women Connection, 

formerly the Women of the Church of God and the Woman's Missionary Society, continue to 

carry out the mission of developing, promoting, and conducting the Christ's Birthday Obser-

vance. 

 

The goals are the same today:  to focus our attention and devotion on Jesus Christ, encourage 

prayer and support the Christ’s Birthday Observance offering.  This special offering is a gift to 

Christ for the ongoing ministry of the Church at large.    A special offering for the Christ’s Birth-

day Observance will be received on Sunday, December 18, 2016.   

 

Sylvia McDorman 

CWC Spiritual Life/Program Missions Director 

 

 



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, 

Engage in our community to share His love and Trans-

form our world into His likeness. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

7:00 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
 

THURSDAY 

6:30 PM  

Awana & Youth 
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December 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

   1 2 3 

4 5 

CWC 
Christmas 
Party—
Texas 
Steakhouse 
6:00 pm 

6 7 

Adult Bible 
Study   

7:00 pm 

8 

 

9 10 

Children’s 
Christmas 
Event    

10:00-1:00 

FLC In use 
3:00—8:00 

11 12 13 14 

Adult Bible 
Study   

7:00 pm 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 

Adult Bible 
Study   

7:00 pm 

22 

Youth 
Christmas 
Party 6:30—
8:00 

23 24 

FLC in use 

4:00—9:00 

25 26 27 28 

Adult Bible 
Study   

7:00 pm 

29 30 31 



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

   1 2 

Birthday 

Clara 
Wright 

3 

4 5 

 

 

6 7 

 

8 9 

Birthday 

Virginia 
Lindner 

10 

Birthday 

Kaden 
Welcher 

 

11 

Birthday 

Michael Wil-
mott 

John Johnson 

Bella White 

12 

 

13 14 

 

15 16 17 

 

18 19 

Birthday 

Steven Hig-
gins 

20 21 

 

22 

Birthday 
Margo 
Deihl 

23 24 

Anniver-
sary—Patty 
Viar 

25 

 

26 27 

Birthday 

Darian 
Thompson 

28 

 

29 30 31 
Birthday 
Mason 
Sprouse 

December  2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


