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 Let your Yes be Yes, and your No be No. 

 At my minister’s meeting this month, a college of mine played us a video titled “College Stu-
dents say the Darndest Things: On Identity.” (Note: if you cannot access the hyperlink, go to YouTube 
and type in the title in the search bar.)  This video is shocking on so many levels.  How did we get to 
the point, where institutions are raising up a generation that is so dense?  One of the things I notice 
watching this video is the multiple uses of the word “feel.”  It has become so relevant that “feelings” 
have become closely related to “fact.”  Are feelings important?  Yes, they are important and can be con-
sidered fact as it is a reflection on what one is experiencing emotionally.  However, emotions can also 
become a cloud to prevent critical thinking skills. 

 We see these students try to answer these questions, there are times by looking at their body lan-

guage, they wanted to say “No.” but instead they attempt to find a common balance for the sake of not 

trying to hurt anyone’s feelings.  It reminds me of what Jesus said in Matthew 5:37, “Simply let your 

'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”  By saying a simple 

“yes” or “no” is one of the most powerful things you can do. 

 First, it automatically causes a person to take a stand.  As a child, I was in the DARE program 

which taught kids how to take a stand against drugs.  At the closing ceremony, my class mates made a 

pledge to be drug-free.  As I got older, I still continue to say no to drugs, even while the rest of my 

classmates changed their stance. 

 Second, a person who flip-flops on their stand causes more damage than good.  When one tries 

to please everyone by going back between their yes and no, it ends up being deceitful.  One of the rea-

sons, why people don’t trust politicians is because they take a stance on an issue, and when public 

opinion does not like the stance, he/she ends up taking the other side to gain support.  When looking 

at these students “stance” on identity. It is hard for us to believe that these are the people who will be 

making important decisions for future generations.  I think the reason we have gotten to this point is 

that those before us, continue to flip on their stance and now we are reaping what they have sown.  We 

need to be bold in our decisions so the future generation can have a clearer, brighter future. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfO1veFs6Ho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfO1veFs6Ho
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

Just Ten of Many Prayer Thoughts from Oswald Chambers 

1. Prayer is not an exercise, it is the life. 

2. Our Lord did not say it was wrong to pray in the corners of the street, but He did say it was 

wrong to have the motive to be seen of men. 

3. The battle of prayer is against two things in the earthlies: wandering thoughts, and lack of inti-

macy with God’s character as revealed in His word. Neither can be cured at once, but they can 

be cured by discipline. 

4 Prayer is not logical, it is a mysterious moral working of the Holy Spirit. 

5. Get a place for prayer where no one imagines that that is what you are doing. Shut the door 

and talk to God. 

6 It will be a wonderful moment for some of us when we stand before God and find that the 

prayers we clamoured for in early days and imagined were never answered, have been an-

swered in the most amazing way, and that God’s silence has been the sign of the answer. If we 

always want to be able to point to something and say, this is the way God answered my prayer, 

God cannot trust us yet with His silence. 

7 Jesus Christ carries on intercession for us in heaven; the Holy Ghost carries on intercession in 

us on earth; and we the saints have to carry on intercession for all men. 

8. It is impossible to conduct your life as a disciple without definite times of secret prayer. 

9. Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work. 

10. Learn to be vicarious in public prayer. Allow two rivers to come through you: the river of God, 

and the river of human interests. Beware of the danger of preaching in prayer, of being doc-

trinal. 

 

 
From Oswald Chambers 
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board, 
Sylvia McDorman Chair 
Debbie Brown, Secretary 
Jamie Hendricks 
Terry Morris 
Wanda Saufley 
Bernie Wolcott 
Pastor Scott Stedman 

 
As the church has Ministry Teams and the Elder Board in place, we are excited to carry out 

the mission of the church that was unveiled a few weeks ago!  God calls each one in the 

church to take part.  Ponder and pray about the mission and the scriptures below.  Ask 

God what your part is in helping to carry out the mission!!  Ask God to help us “GET” 

there!!! 

GET:  Grow, Engage, Transform 

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, Engage in our community to 

share His love and Transform our world into His likeness. 

Grow:  We strive to grow in our relationship with Christ through the divine inspiration of 

the Holy Bible, prayer, encouragement and fellowship with one another of the church.  

We believe that as we grow the Holy Spirit empowers us live out God’s will.   Ephesians 

1:17-18, Philippians 2:1-5, 2 Peter 3:18 

Engage:  As Jesus commissioned the disciples to go out and make disciples, we must do 

likewise.  By engaging with our community we have an opportunity to extend a helping 

hand and the love of Christ to the lost, hurt and broken people around us.  Matthew 

25:42-45, Matthew 28:19 

Transform:  As we grow and engage, we are transformed by the Holy Spirit into the im-

age of Jesus Christ.  Through this transformation and with the love of Christ, we can be 

vessels to further the Kingdom of God by our witness and example.  Romans 12:1-2 

GROW 
TRANSFORM 

ENGAGE 

Elder Board Meeting 

May 31, 2016     6:30 pm 
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Living Link Missionaries     

David & Barbara Miller 

Cochabama, Bolivia 

“David and Barbara Miller were invited to address the topic Post-Modernism and the Radical Roots of 

the Church of God at the Brazilian Pastor’s Conference in Curitiba. They had seen an old photo of War-

ner’s “Holy Band”, which included youth (19yr.old Barney Warner) and women (60 percent of the evangel-

istic team!) which intrigued the interest of Brazilian church leaders. 

The commitment of Church of God pioneers to mobilize every Spirit-filled believer for Kingdom work – 

despite prevailing social, theological and racial biases – resonated with Brazil’s contemporary evangelists 

and church planters.  

Warner and other pioneers of the radical holiness movement were simply being true to their vision of re-

storing the pattern and power of the New Testament church in their day. They believed it embodied the 

best hope for redeeming a changing world and transforming contemporary society. This is a belief the Mill-

ers hold close to today. 

Founded by veteran church leader and Bible professor Nelson Junges, the church reflects the social and 

ethnic diversity of its downtown neighborhood. Current pastors Christian (age 25) and Rita Sturzbecher 

(age 24) lead the growing congregation, which meets in a 3-story building that also houses a dress shop, 

conference rooms, guest accommodations and the Sturzbechers’ apartment. It resembles in many ways the 

“mission homes” that 19th century Church of God believers planted in inner city neighborhoods across the 

U.S. to serve as staging grounds for the Great Commission. 

Brazilian believers told us they considered Nelson Junges’ idea for the Evangelistic Center sort of, well, 

radical when he first proposed it. Now they realize this kind of cutting-edge innovation is needed to reach 

Brazil for Jesus.  

Looks like New Testament radicalism still offers effective answers to contempo-

rary challenges – even in a post modern world. As David said, “Makes you 

want to break out singing …. Hallelujah, glory, glory!” 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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THE NICE FOUNDATION 

HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 

Bob and I were devastated with the loss of, Bill Beltz, our dear friend and brother in the Lord last summer. Since that time 

Shirley Beltz has not missed a beat in continuing the mission work of Nicaragua. She has been joined by many volunteers to 

help her carry the load that she once shared with Bill. Our support continues with the many programs in Nicaragua.  I have 

said, “Our hearts await the day when we can once again travel to Nicaragua and share God’s love to those seeking Him and 

in support to our Christian brothers and sisters in this beautiful country.” Although Bob does not feel ready to travel out of 

the country, I am exciting with plans to travel to Nicaragua this June. 

Nicaragua remains to be the poorest country in Central America. Haiti held that rank with Nicaragua being second until 

they had the devastating earthquake a few years ago. This event brought considerable amount of foreign aid to Haiti ena-

bling it to rise out of the number one position. 

This spring Nicaragua has seen the continual eruption of three volcanoes all in the area that we center the work of the Nice 

Foundation.  Unfortunately along with volcanic eruptions also come earthquakes. At this point they have all been minor. 

Sponsorship continues to fund 25 Christian Schools for students and teachers. School supplies, chairs, file cabinets, and of-

fice supplies are shipped from the United States to meet the needs of these schools.  A retreat and workshop for 110 teachers 

from 16 of these schools was held in 2015. Bible schools were held at 9 different churches and schools.  And a youth retreat 

was sponsored for the Granada Church of God. 

Many churches in Nicaragua also received  repair and construction work as well the repairs of a roof on a mission house. 

The foundation has also  empowered additional churches by supplying food and equipment to use in ministry.  A church 

planting conference for 50 pastors and leadership training for 70 attendees was conducted in 2015. 

We continue to support the House of Hope (ministry to prostitutes) with food and supplies. The Christian Radio station also 

receives funding to proclaim God’s Word in the Miskito language for the indigenous people of the jungle area. Churches 

and women’s ministries are supported with over 4,000 layettes yearly for new moms in local hospitals. 

Feed Nicaragua continues to pack meals at a record pace. 869,141 meals at 23 events using 2,172 volunteers and over 4,345 

volunteer hours from people all across the United States. These meals were shipped to over 100 different churches, schools 

and ministries in Nicaragua. 

Wew! That’s a lot of work for one year and we didn’t even mention the work being done at the warehouse in Highland to 

arrange and ship all these items to Nicaragua. 

Continue to pray for Shirley Beltz as she steps into the lead role of the Nice Foundation and the many support volunteers 

making it all possible. 

 “ 

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

   Matthew 25:40 
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Dates to Remember: For April 2016 

May 7, 2016 

   Graduation Party for Margo 

    1:00 pm 

May 9, 2016 

   CWC Meeting 

   7:00 pm 

May 14, 2016 

   Family Prayer Breakfast 

   8:00 am 

May 22, 2016 

   Elder Board and Ministry Teams Meeting 

   6:00 pm 
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What’s Right Now on RightNow Media 

What’s RightNow on RightNow 

Media - Mother’s Day Edition 

Teach us to Want 

This woman’s study by Jen Pol-

lock Michel focuses on our 

wants and desires especially in 

the life of faith.  When we think 

about our deepest longing and 

ambition, we sometimes equate 

that with our own skills, talents, 

personality, and hard work to 

achieve those longings.  In this 

series, Jen teaches us that when 

we become a new creation in 

Christ, that we have a new long-

ing, ambition, and desires.  Can 

they be the same things we are 

passionate about before our 

transformation?  Yes, however, 

it is connecting those longings 

with God’s longings for your life 

that makes it different. 

This study focuses on a variety 

of topics that woman can relate 

to, and the real-life stories put 

the teachings into action as you 

move boldly into achieving your 

longings in life. 
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CWC News! 

May meeting:  Monday, May 9th, 7:00 pm.  Theme:  “Pocketbooks Full of Love” 

 

   
 

Ladies have donated pocketbooks that we will fill with personal toiletry and 
hygiene products.  (Pocketbooks needed at church by May 1).  The pocket-
books will be donated to the New Directions Center here in Staunton!  Come 
help us pour love into these pocketbooks! 
 

 
 

New Directions Center, Inc. works to reduce the impact and occurrence of sexual, 
emotional and physical violence by providing support services and raising commu-
nity awareness. 
New Directions Center, Inc., a United Way agency, is a non-profit community or-
ganization which provides crisis intervention, emergency housing, food, clothing 
and transportation to women, children and men impacted by emotional, physical 
and sexual violence in the Staunton, Waynesboro, Augusta County and Highland 
County areas. 



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, 

Engage in our community to share His love and Trans-

form our world into His likeness. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 PM 

Awana 

6:30 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
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April 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

Adult Bible 
Study & 
Awana   

6:30 pm 

 

5 6 7 

Graduation 
Party—Margo 
Diehl  1:00 pm 

8 

 

9 

CWC Meet-

ing  7:00 pm 

 

10 11 

Adult Bible 
Study & 
Awana   

6:30 pm 

12 13 14 

Family Prayer 

Breakfast 

8:00 am 

 

15 16 17 18 

Adult Bible 
Study & 
Awana   

6:30 pm 

19 20 21 

22 

Elder Board 
& Ministry 
Teams 
Meeting 

6:00 pm 

23 24 25 

Adult Bible 
Study & 
Awana   

6:30 pm 

 

 

26 27 28 

29 30 31 

Elder Board 
Meeting  

6:30 pm 

    



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

1 

 

2 

Birthday 

Carolyn  
Ringgold 

3 4 

Birthday 

Del Ray 
Jones 

5 6 7 

 

8 9 

Birthday 

Dorothy 
Weeks 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 

Birthday  
Judy Huffer 

Anniversary 

Becky & 
Dennis Fitz-
gerald 

17 18 19 

Birthday 

Kevin 
Wimer 

20 

Anniversary 

Joe  and 
Barbara 
Truxell 

21 

22 23 

Birthday 

Troy Austin 

24 

Birthday 

Trinty 
Brown 

25 26 27 29 

29 

Anniversary 

Bob & Terry 
Morris 

30 31     

April 2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


